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Medloal  Officer^  3 .^ntial  Report  for  the  year  1945« 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  directed  that  the  Report  for  1945 
‘ shall  he  abbreviated  and  confined  to  essential  matters  and 

^excf^tional  meaBiireo.  He  desires  it  to  contaj.n  information  on  the 
steps  taJcen  to  combat  infestation  and  on  the  state  of  water  supplies. 
Statistics  are  to  be  preserved  but  not  included  in  this  report. 

The  health  of  the  popiilation  remained  good  and  there  was  no 
imusual  prevalence  of  any  infectious  disease. 

Iiamnlsation  against  diphtheria  proceeded  satisfactorily.  It  was  • 
estimn't'ccT  that  in  trie  middle  of  the  yearl945  77%  of  the  child 
population  aged  5 to  16  were  immunised  and  59^  of  those  aged  under  5, 
Cori5> arable  figures  for  the  end  of  the  year  are  not  available  because 
an  alteration  was  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  the  form  of  return 
and  method  of  coKpiling  statistics,  TTo  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified 
during  the  year. 

Infestation,  The  prevalence  of  scabies  and  pediculosis  decreased 
considerably  hiring  the  year  and  is  no  longer  a serious  probls’iw  The 
Council  now  has  no  provision  for  cleansing  these  cases  since  its 
Isolation  Hospital  v/as  finally  closed  at  the  beginning  of  1945,  The 
County  Council  has  continued, chiefly  for  school- children,  the  ..iinor 
Ailment  Clinic  which  was  conducted  by  the  First  iid  ost  in  Blandf»rd  , 
Verminous  patients  from  the  R’j'.rcil  District  who  are  within  reach  of  this , 
Clinic  can  get  treatment  there,  • 

Water  8UT)plies.  The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  dependent  on 
wells, Being  raostTiTlr!  the  chalk  formation  these  give  a reasonably  pure 
and  generally  sufficient  supply.  In  dry  seasons  hDwever  the  shallower 
wells  fail.  Two  or  three  villages  were  seriously  short  of  water  for  a 
considerable  part  of  the  year  1945, 

15  Parishes  are  provided,  some  of  them  only  partly,with  piped 
supplies,  18  Parishes  are  not  so  provided. 

There  are  6 separate  piped  erupjilies  in  the  district,  owned  or 
managed  with  one  exception  by  private  estates  or  con?! anies,  Four  of 
these  are  small  and  not  ■vevy  efficient, 

■ In  one  case  the  spring  which  has  been  the  source  of  intake  for  many 
years  failed  and  untreated  water  from  a brook  had  to  be  r»m  Into  the 
piped  supply,  consumers  being  instructed  to  boil  all  drinlclng  water. 

Standpipes  are  the  usual  pi*oviston  and  onl^r  a minority  of  the 
working  class  houses  have  water  laid  on  inside  the  house,  ^ 

39  samples  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  from  the 
various  piped  siipplles,  25  of  these  were  of  the  raw  water,  5 being 
reported  as  suspicious  and  the  rest  satisfactory,  14  sangiles  were  taken 
of  water  going  into  supply  after  chlorination.  Bad  reports  on  two  of 
these  were  received,  Four  chemical  analysis  were  made  and  gave  good 
results. 

The  Council  has  plans  for  an  extensive  public  water  supply  to 
cover  the  whole  district  but  at  present  has  no  water  undertaking  of  its 
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